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I. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation from the relevant paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

(2) The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

1.1. With respect to claim 1, the preamble recites, "A structure for holding a recording 
tape cartridge... different types of recording tape cartridges each comprising:". This 
preamble renders the claim indefinite because it is ambiguous. It is unclear whether 
the elements delineated after the transitional phrase "comprising" are limitations on 
"A structure for holding a recording tape cartridge" or "recording tape cartridges." 
The claim appears to be directed to "A structure" however the transitional phrase is 
modified by the term "each" which implies a plurality, and therefore apparently refers 
to the cartridges. 

1.2. With respect to claim 1, applicant attempts to define a property ("a height" and "an 
interval") of the claimed apparatus by reference to a step combined with an intended 
result ("made to be the same"). This language lacks the essential structural 
limitations, required in an apparatus claim, that clearly defines the scope of the 
subject matter for which applicant seeks protection. If applicant wishes to define his 
claim in terms of the desired results or function of the structure, without recital of the 
structure itself, applicant must do so in accordance with 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth 
paragraph. 
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1.3. While the specification discloses compatibility with the tape cartridges described at 
(108) and (118), it is unclear how the apparatus is compatible with any tape cartridge 
as implied by the language "regardless of a type of the recording tape cartridge." 

1.4. With respect to claim 8, the step of, "making a height... and an interval... the same" is 
indefinite because it could be interpreted to mean that the height and interval are 
dimensionally the same, while the equation (H=J, L=K, W2=V) on page 28 of the 
specification seems to indicate this is not the case. 

II. Claim Rejections - 35 USC g 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by SMITH (US 
6,141,180 A). 

1.1. With respect to claims 1 and 8, SMITH discloses a case (106), grasped portion (116), 
concave portion and chamfer (Fig. 1). 

1.2. With respect to claims 2, 3, 5, 9, 10 and 12 SMITH additionally discloses overhang 
portions and inclined walls at rear sides continuous from side walls (Fig. 4). 

1.3. With respect to claims 4, 7, 11 and 14, SMITH additionally discloses the overhang 
portions are reference surfaces and the inclined walls are guide surfaces (Fig. 4). 

1.4. With respect to claim 6 and 13, SMITH additionally discloses the claw portions 
inserted into the concave portions (Fig. 3). 
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111. Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should be directed to Charles N. Greenhut whose telephone number is (571) 272-1517. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 4:00pm EST. 

3. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 

Eileen D. Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 
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